INTRODUCTION

It Is one thing to read about the isolated
processes and facts with which scientists are con-
cerned ; it is quite another to read about them in
relation to the private lives of scientists them-
selves. It is splendid, for example, to know that
Pasteur was able to save the French silk industry,
but it is heroic to know that he did it in the face
of sorrow and death and sickness and discourage-
ment. It is interesting to know that the secret of
making enamel was lo&t and rediscovered after
many centuries, hut much i$ added to the $tory
when we know that Palissy, after years of work,
poverty and disappointment finally burned his
fences his furniture, and his shelves trying to
get heat intense enough to see whether what he
had wm? what he thought he had* It is interest-
ing to know that microscopes fine enough to
allow the world of microbes w^re first made
about 250 years agoj but how much more m
when we know that the first person who mudf*
one was an obscure Dutch dry-goods dealer who
learned to grind lenses from the spectacle makers.

Benvenuto Cellini may aeem a strange figure
here, for Bermmuto WH$ an artist, not i